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o-an in 182C.1 The masonic lodge that he had left was sup-
posed to be responsible for this act. This agitation spread
through the country, drawing largely from the ranks of those
who were opposed to the reelection of General Jackson. The
party that led, and should hare comprehended, all the effective
opposition to Jackson, had taken the name of National Repub-
licans. Being of recent origin, and having never yet acted in
a general election, it was not very thoroughly organized. It
was to hold a national convention, however, in December of
this year (1831), at Baltimore, for the purpose of nominating its
candidates for the presidency and vice-presidency. ISTo doubt
would have been felt anywhere respecting the selection of Mr.
Clay as its candidate for the first office, if it had not been for
this antimasonic excitement. But Mr. Clay was what was
called, in the cant of the time, an " adhering Mason," that is to
say, having been a member of a Masonic lodge, he had not
chosen to withdraw from it, and to renounce Masonry. The
new party that had undertaken a crusade against the Freemasons
was violently intolerant and prescriptive. It had grown to be
powerful, as a third party, in the States of JSTew York and
Pennsylvania, and to be capable of doing much injury else-
where to the cause of those who desired a change in the admin-
istration of the General Government. Some honest and high-
minded men had been drawn into it, led away by imaginary
evils that were believed to be the fruits of Freemasonry; spec-
ulating and intriguing politicians had joined in, and were using
it; and the whole mass of those who constituted its rank and
file were acting under a delusion about an institution which
had no possible relation to the questions of national policy that
should alone have absorbed their attention in a national
election.

Mr. "Webster regarded this movement from the first with
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part of the State of New York, and was   man was still living. That he was ab-
supposed^to have beea sunk in the   ducted and drowned, because of his sup-
waters of Lake Ontario. On the one   posed treachery to the obligations of
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